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President’s Corner - 
Contributed by Betty Peterson, President

Hi all.  Christmas has come and gone and we are looking to a New Year.  

In June DeeDe Baker, Roberta Diegel, Mary Brown and I went to St. Louis for the International IAWP Conference. It was a wonderful conference with excellent workshops. We will now be in District 7 with Washington, Idaho, Oregon, Alaska, Hawaii, and Nevada. We met up with old friends and experienced fabulous training. Extra curricular activities were also a part of the learning experience.  One evening was a carnival night where each District had a game booth, what fun.  For excursions we went up in the famous St. Louis Arch, had a horse drawn buggy ride around the square, toured the Botanical Gardens.  Roberta, Mary and I stayed a couple extra days.  We toured Grants Farm and had our picture taken with Joe, one of the Clydesdales.  Did you know the fence around the farm is made up of rifle barrels from the Civil War as a memorial to all who fought in the war?  We also toured Old Downtown, a group of homes, now made into little shops – what fun.  We also toured the Budweiser Brewery.
The International Conference will be in Spokane, WA June 10th through June 13th, 2012. Hope you all plan on going.  In 2013, IAWP will be celebrating its 100 year anniversary. The celebration will take place where it all began, in Chicago.
I did an orientation to new member at the Job Service in Great Falls, but will try and do another one because of so many new people. Have been working on doing a presentation at Office of Human Services, they only have an all staff meeting once a month so it is hard to make connections.  Region 2 will be hosting the 2012 Spring Conference and have been working on ideas for it.  

President’s Corner (cont.)

Recruiting new members and retaining old members is my goal for the upcoming.  
If anyone would like to be Educational Chairperson, please let me know. Happy Holidays!
Betty

Fall Institute

Contributed by Elaine O’Leary and DeeDe Baker

The Fall Institute held in Kalispell on September 29-30, 2011, let some of us know we are NOT smarter than a 5th grader!! The local chapter hosted our early bird at the Old Central School Museum and we enjoyed good eats and got to look around at the museum exhibits. We then broke into two teams – guys against the gals – for a game of Are You Smarter Than A 5th Grader. It was a lot of fun, but I think the guys had an unfair advantage because they did have a 5th grader on their team!! AND Mike Cooney!! (Girls, we didn’t have a chance!!)

For our Geography Class we learned about Glacier National Park from Tom Neleson. Did you know that at the beginning, the park was operated as a dude ranch and promoted horseback tours that took you for a 69 mile ride in 5 days! Talk about saddle sores! He said at one time they had 1,000 horses and 300 employees to take care of their clients. Now there are 120 horses, 10 mules and 20 employees to manage the park. Tom used photographs that took us on that 69 mile ride. It was an A+ class!

For our Science Class, Deb Snellen presented “Right Brain-Left Brain – How Do You Communicate?” She helped us identify our four different selves which are rational, experimental, safekeeping and feeling. We participated in group activities and learned more about how we are all different in the way we communicate with each other. Another A+ class!

After a delicious lunch we had our field trip to the Hockaday Museum.

The afternoon consisted of our History Class and Comic Vision 101 presented by Tim Gard, who is always great to hear. Tim’s class included lessons in relating to every day experiences in a way that allows everyone to appreciate the humor, rather than the negativity. It also included the opportunity for a hands-on lesson using nose flutes. 

The International Conference in 2012 will be held in Spokane, Washington, and we would like to see many of our members attend since it is so close.

The day ended with the presentation of diplomas and a big thank you to the Kalispell Chapter that did such a great job with the conference!!

Region News

News from Region I

By Laura Gardner

Bitterroot Job Service
The Bitterroot office has been very busy with activity as are many others around the state! Staff has been involved with the Crucial Conversations trainings and feedback has been very positive. 

DeLynn Gardner, program specialist, was “loaned” to the Sidney Job Service office for two weeks to assist them with their workload while they are low-staffed. She reports that things are very busy in the Sidney office.

The Bitterroot completed its sixth Veterans Stand Down and the DVOP Amee Bush attended the yearly Veterans Conference.  Amee has re-enlisted in the Air National Guard in May after a 19 year break in service from her Active Duty Army days. Go Amee!!!!

Vickie Steele welcomed grandbaby #5 on September 19th. Her daughter and son-in-law who live in Tacoma, Washington, welcomed their second child, Hanorah, who joins older brother Kael who is 3 ½. 

From the manager’s corner: For members who attended George Furniss’ geology talk at the West Yellowstone IAWP Fall Conference many years ago, he had two great Geology Field trips planned for October. One was to Garnet Ghost Town called Rebirth of Garnet Gold and the other at Lake Como called The Bookmark of the Ice Ages.

Missoula

Missoula 3rd Street Office
Thank you so much Kalispell for hosting such a delightful IAWP Fall Conference! It was extra nice that you ordered the lovely fall weather! (
New Hire Update:  We hired Shannon Noble as a temporary employee. She worked in our office long ago as a Veteran Intern then worked for a private employment agency for many years. We are so lucky to have her experience. Just last month, she was hired as permanent staff!  She is ours!  YAY!  Also, Tannis Hargrove stepped in as a new temporary staff.  She literally jumped in with both feet to give us a hand with the activity in our office and around the area. Can you hear us all breathing a sigh of relief!?  Welcome Shannon and Tannis, we are so glad to have you on our team.

Region News (cont.)

Missoula had 2 employees join IAWP this summer. Julissa Bencia-Hensel and Cassie Strauss both attended their 1st Fall Conference with Paula Marcinkowski. The next 2012 Spring Conference will in Great Falls.  I’m hoping we’ll have a few more new members to invite. 
WIA Programs staff is working with 30 laid-off employees of Roseburg Forest Products.  A TAA petition was submitted to the Department of Labor.  Programs staff also have a Technical Assistance Training (TAT) in Helena next week. 
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 On October 18th the Missoula JSEC will sponsor a seminar titled “Shining Light on Social Media - Illuminating the Impact on Business” This seminar is specifically targeting our business customers. This seminar will cover the following and more: 

· Businesses are struggling with how social media affects their marketing & recruiting strategies.

· How do they defend themselves from legal complications from this technology?

· How do companies successfully work with social networking while both promoting and protecting their organization?

Missoula Veterans Updates  
Veterans’ activities have been increasing at the Missoula Job Service over the last quarter.  IAWP member Gary Swartz recently hosted the sixth semi-annual Western Montana Veterans Service Provider Conference at the Job Service in Missoula.  This conference brings together more than 30 agency representatives from across the state to coordinate Veterans services.  Gary will also be briefing Veterans at two upcoming events.  There was a Homeless Veteran Stand Down on Friday and Saturday, October 14th and 15th at the Pow-Wow grounds in Arlee.  The return of the Montana National Guard from Iraq in September resulted in Yellow Ribbon events across the state.  A 30 day re-integration event was held at the University of Montana Campus on October 15th and 16th.   

Flathead Job Service:

THANK YOU to everyone who attended the IAWP Conference in Kalispell and made it such a great success!  We especially want to thank our friends from the Far East who traveled so far to attend and Mike Cooney who encourages bad habits (we still have the voice message)(!  The boys and Griz fans might say they are Smarter than a Fifth Grader, but we know they were just nerds!    

We were also fortunate to host the Vet’s Conference that was well attended and then Bill Gilbert (sunshine hurricane) went to Libby for the Stand down.

Region News (cont.)

We had some new grandbabies to celebrate in the office.  Jane (Gronley) Wright welcomed granddaughter Tenley in Helena and Lori Reiner is spoiling her granddaughter Aliyah (even if she can’t spell her name yet).  

Mary Graham left us for a job at Evergreen School chasing after four year olds all day long and getting an aerobic workout!  Genia Tartaglino took a job doing Marketing with Coca Cola and tells us we cannot drink pop from that other company!  

Mary Brown visited Burning Man in Nevada to celebrate her son Ryan’s wedding.  She had a great time and says she was conservative but I’m not sure we’ve seen all the pictures yet….  It’s a good thing Ryan’s wife has a sense of humor since her limo was a huge shopping cart!

We are excited to have Tom Mohler return to work after his accident in September.  He is getting anxious to be back to full time but we are glad to see him for the hours he is putting in!  He was able to visit the Veteran’s Conference for a short time and attend the Vets dinner.  With Tom’s back and Bill Gilbert’s leg, we had quite the Veteran’s team in the Flathead (see picture).  Luckily Keith Davis had stepped up to help with our Veterans! 
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We had a summer barbeque at Jane and Lefty Wright’s home.  Some of us had a lot of calling to find the place but it sure was beautiful out there! They invited whole families so we were able to see Mom’s all the way down to grandchildren! 

We continue to fundraise to help pay the $300+ Spokane International registration.  We have sponsored lunches and had Silent Auction Baskets at our JSEC Christmas Meeting and raised over $300!  We hope to make it affordable so a lot of us can attend.  

         

News from Region II 

Great Falls Office

Contributed by Bob Vinton

BUSY – BUSY – BUSY!
Been interviewing all last week for a position in Placement, when that person is on line we will finally be up to full strength, we haven’t been able to say that for a LONG time.
Had a GREAT Christmas Party with an outstanding 99% participant rate, food was good and the games were fun.
Our 7th Annual TURKEY FEED was on Nov. 15th.  Two 23 pound turkeys and lots of potluck extras made this a great day for everyone – except that everyone wanted to sleep in the afternoon, can’t figure out why.

Just completed our window upgrade (all exterior windows – 40+ years old), that took about 3 months.  All tight as a bug in a rug now.  

News from Region III 

Billings Unemployment Office

Contributed by DeeDe Baker
Seasons Greetings from Billings UI!

The Billings office is staying busy as usual. We have had temporary staff hired to help with verifying job attachment and to assist with the charging side of unemployment. The workload continues to be a stressor, but we are slowly moving forward and improving our timeliness.

The office once again has set up our Hat, Sock and Mitten tree. The tree is decorated with these items and then donated to the Women’s and Family Shelter here in Billings. Staff also contributed to a food drive as well as Toys for Tots. The spirit of giving is definitely alive and well.

Tonette Luoma, who has been an IAWP member for many years, is retiring on 12/30/2011. She will be greatly missed not only for her smile, but for the mountains of knowledge and experience she takes with her. 

Tom Hahn, who retired in August of this year, lost his wife Evelyn unexpectedly. Our hearts and prayers go out to Tom and his family.

May the upcoming year be better than the last, and may you get all you wish for. 

News from Region IV 
Livingston – Zanya Betley

Livingston focused energy on our developing workforce with special projects targeting local youth.  

· Assisted our elementary afterschool program in achieving their career exploration/job skills development goals by obtaining “Career Heroes” workbooks and trading cards from Research and Analysis. http://www.ourfactsyourfuture.org/admin/uploadedPublications/3314_career_heroes.pdf
· Showcased available teen services and career expertise at high school open house

· Utilized College Access Challenge Grant to provide USB drives preloaded with FAFSA (Free Application for Student Assistance) and other career materials to 450 Jr. High, High School, and photography and film major students at MSU.  This information was given in conjunction with a career presentation by two General Mills industry leaders in photography and food styling.  A total of four presentations were conducted in Livingston, Bozeman, and Gardiner.

JSEC

The Livingston Job Service Employee Counsel (JSEC) held our annual kickoff meeting after summer break.  Three new businesses attended.  All three expressed interest in JSEC with 1 confirming membership that day.  At the breakfast meeting we were honored to have 2 former local office managers present.  Dale Siegle, Al Maurillo, and Joyce Heiser represented 3 generations of leadership.

Staff news  

· Zanya Betley complete her first ½ marathon in Maui, Hawaii on September 18th
· Jean Modesette successfully planned, organized, and precisely executed a 9 month project coordinating staff at 3 high schools, 1 university, 2 local Job Service offices, and 2 General Mills executives.  The General Mills presentations with a huge success for not only the lucky students, but school staffers who were thrilled that Montana kids were provided with this rare opportunity.  

· A special thank you to Nancy Axtel and Mike Koosman for their many contributions to the General Mills project.  We couldn’t have pulled it off without you.  

State Library Project

Livingston represented small Job Service offices on a brainstorming group designed to promote additional collaboration between libraries and Job Service Centers across the state of Montana.  Ideally librarians will receive information that allows them to be of even more assistance to our shared customers utilizing public computers at libraries across the state.  Kim Blunt of the Miles City JS has taken lead on the project.  Terry Harvey of Billing and Zanya Betley of 
Region News (cont.)

Livingston are part of the team following a focus group type session/launch at the State Library in Helena.  

Dillon - courtesy of Zack Medina

Here in Dillon we have finally had our first BEAR Assessment team meeting (09/14/11) and are busy planning our next business interview/visit.  On 09/13 Paul Bentley held his “Supervisor Mini-Boot Camp” presentation at the Dillon Search and Rescue and we had 35 attendees, we had excellent response and we are working on bringing him back to present his full fledged “Supervisor Boot Camp” training to local businesses. 

Locally, the Capital building located on Montana street in the heart of downtown Dillon, was torn down and the space has been turned in to a  much needed parking area for consumers and the businesses they patronize in that area.
Bozeman – from Judy Callisto

Bozeman Job Service just completed recruitment for two Employment Service positions.   The successful candidates were Susan Hanken and Tori Saunder-Santos.  Susan transferred from the Billings Job Service and of course started her Workforce Services career in the Livingston office.  Tori joined the Bozeman team from Montana State University.  Welcome!  Both ladies started October 10th.

Butte –from Marilyn Ohman

Rick Schalk started in the Butte office on September 6th.  The Butte office continues to offer weekly resume writing classes.  JSEC in Butte is being revived! On September 2nd, a well attended Quarterly Veterans meeting was hosted by Butte JS.  Attendees included congressional staff.  Wireless internet access is underway Butte.  This will provide Wi-Fi for the employer room and resource areas of the Butte JS.

Anaconda –from Marilyn Ohman

Outreach continues to Phillipsburg monthly and Deer Lodge once per week.  Anaconda JS is also in the process of installing Wi-Fi for the office.  They are also partnering with Horizons to host shared computers in their computer lab (separate from resource computers).  These shared computers will be used for Adult Education classes such as QuickBooks and many more applications.  Exciting stuff!


A Survivor and Entrepreneur
By Marcy Roberts
 

A horrible car accident, an ALERT helicopter ride, a traumatic brain injury (TBI), a stoke on both sides of my body and a deep cut that reached the bone in my right arm, I am a survivor, my name is Debra. From intensive care, to hard work, rehabilitation and a team of people who believed in me and cared for me as well as my attitude of gratitude I am thankful for every day I have been given. 
 

Rather than dwell on my accident, I chose to celebrate my recovery and every accomplishment. I required around the clock nursing care and 3-4 hours of therapy every day. It was hard but worth it. I was supported by many family and friends. I learned to walk again, dress my self and use adaptive equipment to feed myself. I regained my memory and strengthened my vision. I was reintegrated back into the community by going to the hospital cafeteria, my first time in a social setting since my accident. I then learned how to get in and out of a car, take short trips to the park and do activities and work toward my goal. I eventually went to live with my sister and did a home therapy program with visiting therapists. My family always involved me, they allowed me to help cook, fold laundry or anything that would assist me with strengthening and learning. We played alot of cards, this helped strengthen my vision and motor skills. I eventually went to the local outpatient rehab and continued my therapies and participated in a program that helped me get my drivers license back. Soon I returned home to live independently. 
 
 
I hooked up with Summit Independent Living Center and Vocational Rehabilitation. This is where I met Marcy Roberts and we began looking for work with no leads and many questions as to what I can and cannot do in the workplace. We tried for months to get me a job and talked about the possibility of using my "attitude of gratitude" making cards, bumper stickers and T-shirts to share me celebration of life, joy of my journey, seeing life as "sunny side up" and encourage others to do the same. While working with my Vocational Rehab (VR) Counselor and Marcy, we wrote a plan to support my vision, Divine Love and Light Photography. VR provided me with initial start up costs for my business., supported ongoing 1:1 computer learning through a private company to assist me with programs, printing, pictures etc. 
 

VR purchased me a camera and a tripod with a remote shutter release, another learning curve for me. Because of my limited mobility in my hands, I had to adapt to the equipment and then I began taking pictures of beautiful Montana. I spent time in the parks, including Glacier Park, traveled to the lakes and began shooting pictures of the beauty. 
 

With my grandson assisting with the small stuff, stickers etc. my first product was produced, greeting cards, equipped with my made in Montana Sticker, my business name and my contact information. I am now an entrepreneur, WOW! I am so proud of myself and my accomplishments that I have made and thankful for the assistance I have been given. I have sold my cards to many people and take them with me when I travel or even go pay my rent, just in case I see someone I can share them with them and hope for a sale. I have sold my cards, which are
A Survivor and Entrepreneur (cont.)

 quality and beautiful to the maintenance man at my apartment complex, the TBI support group, strangers, family and friends. I am successful and I am so thankful for the life I have and the opportunity I have been given. If you would like to see my cards or obtain an order form, please contact me at frog0759@yahoo.com, or by phone 406-261-4059. I would love to share my journey with you as well.
	Dear IAWP Members,  
The 2011 IAWP December Countdown has been posted. Check it out at www.iawponline.org
 
 


 
	Featured in this Countdown 
· The 2012 International Election Nominations  

·  The December Jumpstart winners 

· .2012 Legislative Communication Plan Due   

· Conference Call Proposals  

·  District Bylaws template  

· International Cookbook order form 

· IAWP Centennial Pin ideas needed  

· Seasons, Announcements and the Calendar of Events   

 


 
	Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
 
Sincerely,
Mary Riddell
IAWP



District XIV Resolutions

Below is a copy of the District XIV Resolutions to be voted upon by the membership attending the District XIV Caucus at the International Conference in Spokane in June 2012. The resolutions have been approved by International. All current District XIV Chapter Presidents will need to publish these resolutions in their Chapter newsletter or through another process at least 30 days prior to the vote being taken. Chapter Presidents may also wish to discuss these resolutions with their membership at their annual Spring conferences.
 
Also attached is a copy of the District XIV Administrative Guide, which has been updated/revised as agreed upon at the District XIV Council meeting in September. All reference to IAWP, representative, delegate, conventions/institutes, and "old" business has been revised. The Guide will again need to be modified upon approval of the offered resolutions. (NOTE: If you would like to read the updated guide, please go to our website at www.montanaiawp.com – it is 10 pages long and I didn’t want to put it in the newsletter. Elaine)
 
Dennis Brophy
District XIV Bylaws and Resolutions
Resolution 1-Amending the Constitution and Bylaws of District XIV

Whereas, by vote of the membership, an Amendment to the Bylaws of the International Association of Workforce Professionals was approved requiring the regrouping of Chapters into larger geographic districts, and

Whereas, regrouping of Chapters has reduced the total number of districts, and

Whereas, District XIV will now be known as District VII beginning with the 2012-2013 IAWP administrative year, and

Whereas, the District will now consist of Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, and Washington Chapters;

Therefore, be it resolved that effective July 1, 2012, all reference to District XIV in the Constitution and Bylaws of District XIV IAWP will be amended to read District VII.

Be it further resolved that effective with July 1, 2012, the list of chapters found in the District Constitution, Article IV, Section 1 and in the District Bylaws, Article III, Section 2, will appear in the following order: Washington, Nevada, Montana, Oregon, Idaho, Hawaii, and Alaska.

(Language approved at District XIV Caucus June 27, 2011)

District XIV Resolutions (cont.)

Resolution 2-Amending the Constitution and Bylaws of District XIV

Whereas, by vote of the membership, an Amendment to the Bylaws of the International Association of Workforce Professionals was approved requiring the regrouping of Chapters into larger geographic districts, and

Whereas, District XIV will now be known as District VII beginning with the 2012-2013 IAWP administrative year, and

Whereas, the District will increase by a total of two Chapters, both currently considered inactive;

Therefore, be it resolved that the District Constitution, Article VIII, Section 2 be amended effective July 1, 2012 to read: A simple majority of the District XIV Council to include only those Chapters with duly elected Presidents will constitutes a quorum of the Council.

[strikethrough represents deleted portion of current language-bold oblique represents new language]

(Note: The District Council, as defined in the District Constitution Article XIV, consists of the District Director, the Immediate Past District Director, the District Director-elect, and the Presidents of each Chapter in the District. Under the current make up of District XIV it takes five members of the District Council to establish a quorum. The addition of two Chapters with the regrouping of districts will require six members of the District Council to be present for a quorum if the current language is retained. Alaska, Hawaii, and Nevada Chapters are considered inactive Chapters. As of April 2011, Alaska had 3 members, Hawaii had 0 members, and Nevada had 1 member.)

(Language approved at District XIV Council Meeting September 29, 2011)
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