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President’s Corner

By DeeDe Baker
We’ve all been subjected to the election year hubbub. Well, guess what folks, we have our own elections running. 

As members of IAWP, we all have the opportunity to choose our leadership. This is an opportunity for us to choose those who we feel will be an asset to our organization.

Elections are held annually, prior to the International Conference. The voting process takes place electronically, which means that each member gets to vote for their favorite candidate. 

In this issue, you will find profiles of candidates running for office. This gives each of you an opportunity to read profiles of those who are running for office, and as more candidates provide information, I will share that with you.

Remember, in order to vote electronically, you have to have your IAWP membership card, which contains a member number. That is what you will need to vote. If you don’t have a member card, please email the Paige Stodghill, Membership Services. Her email is paige@iawponline.org.


AWARDS…..by Deb Buxbaum
NOMINATIONS DUE!!  

The weather outside hasn’t been too frightful, but it’s chilly enough that we’re spending more time indoors.  Now’s the perfect time to put together an award for one of your co-workers or work unit!  The criteria for each award is a little different, but you don’t necessarily have to be a member to make a nomination, and you don’t necessarily have to be a member to be nominated.  Of course, we’d love to have you become a member, if you’re not already.

  

There are award categories for groups or individuals who work outside of our agency, but contribute to our success in workforce development. Award nominations aren’t hard to write, they don’t have to have bells and whistles, or fancy graphics.  Just put down in writing what it is that the individual or group did during 2007 that was important to the success of the office or your Division.  You can access the International IAWP website at www.iawponline.org, and go to the “Members Only” section to access information about the criteria for each of the awards.  You can also contact Deb Buxbaum at dbuxbaum@mt.gov for assistance in writing an award.

In our life at work, there are probably few things more meaningful than a heart felt nomination by a co-worker.  Please take some time to think about an individual or group you’d like to nominate in one of the following categories (but don’t wait too long!)   Nominations are due to Deb Buxbaum no later than February 15, 2008.  Please send the nominations via e-mail to Deb, or by mail at the Helena Job Service Workforce Center, Box 201505, Helena MT 59620.

There are so many worthy recipients of these awards, please take the time to recognize them, you’ll find yourself feeling as good as the award winners!  

Individual and Group Citation Awards

Individual and Group Award of Merit

Veterans Award

Specialized Customer Services Award

Retiree Award

Lifetime Achievement Award

Unemployment Insurance Award

Eaton Nelson Award

International Development Award

Legislative Award

Public Policy Award

Administrator Award

One-Stop Award
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Veterans Corner By Joe Fletcher

 President Bush, on Monday, signed the National Defense Authorization Act. This was long awaited by veterans and active duty folks across the globe. 

Part of the Act extended the health care eligibility for combat veterans from 2 years to 5 years following discharge.

The VA Clinic in Cut Bank commenced operation on January 7th as a contract clinic to provide medical services to veterans residing in that area. The VA Clinic for Havre has been approved and is projected to open in mid-summer 2008. Stay tuned for further information. The VA Clinic for Lewistown is scheduled for opening toward the end of March 2008. When that happens, our veterans living in the Lewistown area will be greatly served by having VA medical care locally without having to drive to Billings, Great Falls or Helena. The expansion project for the Billings clinic has been approved. This just may be the catalyst that gets those folks a new building. We can all keep our fingers crossed on this one. An expansion project for Great Falls VA Clinic is still in the planning state. Kalispell VA Clinic has already run out of space and may be expanding within the next several months. Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Peake is scheduled to be in Montana sometime in February to visit the VA Regional Office and Hospital. 


Education Corner By Anne Chapman-James

At your IAWP Library…

At the most recent Board Meeting, it was decided that we would invest in training materials for the IAWP library located at the Helena Workforces Services Center/Job Service office!  

In the last year we have seen an increase in the number of members wanting to take the WPDP (Workforce Professional Development Program) tests.   One of the questions I have been asked is; “Does our library have current versions of the study guides?”  Unfortunately, my answer had to be, “No, the study guides that we have on hand currently are out of date.”  

Our library now contains:

3 Copies of the History of Workforce Development study guides;

3 Copies of the Business & Job Seeker Specialist study guides;

3 Copies of the Unemployment Insurance Specialist study guides &

2 Copies of the Labor Market Information Specialist.

This is great news for all of our members!  Now, if you are interested in studying for and taking any of the WPDP tests and you do not want to purchase the study guide, let me know and we will get the guide out to you.  
Education Corner (cont.)

The library also contains many other resources.  In a future article, I will provide a current list of what we have.  

If you are interested in taking any of the WPDP tests, please contact Anne Chapman-James at achapmanjames@mt.gov or (406) 444-0881.

Region News -

News from Region I

BEAUTIFUL BITTERROOT:    Brrrrrrrr from the Bitterroot Banana Belt?
Our office is gearing up for our Community Job Fair in March.  Heather Mousley has hit the ground running as this event taskmaster(. 
The Bitterroot JSEC is sponsoring an “Information Technology Security” seminar scheduled for the morning of February 28th.  Pat Boles, the Cyber Protection Officer within the Department of Administration is presenting.  
The Bitterroot and Missoula JSEC’s are combining efforts in coordinating the Florence Carlton Career Road Show scheduled for March 14th.  The last session of the Wendy Samson business series will be the evening of February 20th. Many local employers are taking advantage of Wendy’s expertise.  Great expectations! 
Diana Thomas and her husband, Dave will receive a visit from the stork on September 17th …… so their three boys, Zachary, Zander and Andrew will be enjoying a new little playmate.  


We hope you manage to stay warm, be safe, and please remember to cherish the moment!

MISSOULA PALMER NEWS

Welcome NEW IAWP MEMBER TINA SCHMAUS.  Tina has been with the state since February 2006 and before that worked with the Job Corps program for 11 years, the last five years as a Project Director over Utah and Montana.  She has three children, ages 25, 20, and 16 and one beautiful grandbaby.  She was raised in the Bitterroot Valley and loves to ski and do anything outdoors.  She is a writer and currently working as the Grant Administrator for the Family Economic Security Project.  Her undergraduate degree is in English, and she holds a Masters in Business Management.  She joined IAWP because she has a passion for serving and developing the workforce in Montana, whether it is employers or job seekers, and wants to further develop her own professional interests and meet with others of a like mindset. 

Region News (cont.)
Greetings from the Missoula WoRC offices on Palmer.  As we roll through the winter months, six staff members have formed a team for Shape up Montana.  We will update you on their progress as these folks exercise the pounds away.  Sally Russell and Lew Procacci, two of the team members, ran in the Frost Fever 5K on January 26th, each finishing with an admirable time for an icy run.     

Lore Grayson and Tina Schmaus attended the Cultural Diversity Training put on by the Governor’s office in December.  The WoRC office held a joint training in January with the Office of Public Assistance staff, in an effort to help line staff understand each office’s individual tasks, duties and responsibilities. 

We have been blessed since the end of October with newbie Heath Nordquist, who brings a youthful demeanor and wealth of experience from working in the youth home system in Missoula.  Rich Gangel, a former WoRC employee, returned to the WoRC offices as a case manager in October as well.  

Palmer and 3rd Street staff have formed a Strategic Planning Team, and are discussing the direction and focus of the individual offices.  The four focus areas, with mission statements for each, are:  Professional, Marketing, Fun, and Outreach.  Palmer team members are Meri Walton, Kristi Harmon, Tina Schmaus and Lew Procacci.  

We are very thankful at Palmer for the quiet leadership of our “new” Regional Manager, Pat Hulla.  She has done a fine job of ensuring the important work we do is acknowledged and will go on.  

FLATHEAD NEWS

The Flathead office has administered two more PDP tests in January and we are anxiously awaiting the results.  


We are currently interviewing for two openings in our office and are really looking forward to hiring extra help in the busy time of year!    

LAKE COUNTY JOB SERVICE WORKFORCE CENTER, POLSON
In January, Job Service staff hosted the annual JSEC Appreciation Luncheon.  This year’s theme was a “Pig Pickin’” the office was decorated with pink pigs.  Everywhere you walked or looked there were pink pigs!    Our office staff specially prepared our meal. The menu consisted of pulled pork sandwiches, chips, baked beans, coleslaw & macaroni salad, for dessert cake & ice cream.  


The local JSEC committee is currently working with the Salish Kootenai College in hosting a joint Career/Job Fair. This will be a community event held at the new Event Center in Pablo on March 4th.   Todd Erickson & Linda Posivio are on the committee to make this a successful event.  


JSEC is also looking at a possible spring workshop with a local motivational speaker in April & September.  The ABC Clinic will again be returning to the Lake County area.  The clinic is scheduled for October 7, 2008. 


Eileen Faw, Employment Consultant has retired to part time.  Eileen works Wed – Friday.  Susan Trim the TANF Case Manager has taken a position with the Office of Public Assistance.  We wish her well.


Staff is currently busy working with job seekers and employers’.  

Region News (cont.)

News from Region II

GREAT FALLS:

Ken McLean long time IAWP member and PDP Master was promoted to Supervisor of the WORc program.  We will be putting in an RFP for the WORc program.    


Great Falls is currently a place of businesses changing hands, moving to different locations.  New businesses being built include Boston Pizza, Chili’s, and Macaroni Grill.  If any of you remember the J Bar T, across from the fairgrounds, well it closed its door January 12th.  


We are busy with job orders and making changes to the way we do business.  Having one-on-one’s with applicants is how we did it years ago when the writer of the article first started at Job Service 27 years ago.

News from Region III 

Greetings from the frozen East!

Northeast:

Celina Brien just completed and mailed in her membership application.  Welcome Celina!     

Jody King and Lori Sande are studying for upcoming WPDP testing.  

Glendive:


Congratulations to Connie Balcer who celebrated 28 years with Job Service on February 1st.  Connie is on extended medical leave undergoing chemo and radiation treatments.    Please keep her in your thoughts.


Dawn Guenzi has finished her radiation treatments!  We’re very happy to have her back in the office with us.


Staff from Miles City recently took turns spending two days per week in Glendive helping out.  Thank you very much Miles City!!!

Billings:


The Billings Claims Processing Center has experienced an extremely busy January. Workload just hasn’t slowed down, and there doesn’t appear to be a reprieve until Spring arrives.


We have a new member, Lorreen Manning. She has been with the Claims Processing Center for 4 years.  

We had three folks here take WPDP tests this last week. The results aren’t in, but I’m sure everyone did wonderfully.
Region News (cont.)

News from Region V


We have great news from the local office!  Sandy Hamlin, one of our Business Advocates, has studied countless hours to prepare for a grueling exam to test her knowledge in employment law and human resource practices.  On Tuesday, January 29, 2008 she successfully passed this certification process.  The Human Resource Certification Institute has certified that Sandy has met with distinction the high standards of education, experience and demonstrated knowledge established by this institution, and is certified as a “Professional in Human Resources”.  Congratulations Sandy! 

Unemployment Insurance is crazy as ever.  The more snow we get the more claims we get!!  More claims are now being filed over the internet as people who try to file their claims over the telephone are experiencing very long waits due to the extremely high call volume.  The fun just never ends!!


Aimee St. Clair has been hired as the new Administrative Assistant in the telephone center.  Please welcome her aboard.


INTERNATIONAL CANDIDATES – 
The following nominees have been received by the International Nominating Committee and their names will appear on the election ballot:

For the office of Secretary Treasurer:

Karen Fawbush, UT

David Washburn, ID

For the office of Vice President:

Rich Vincent, SD

David Slimp, OK

Lloyd Romans, GA

For the office of President Elect:
Daniel Hays, DC

We have received information from two candidates who are running for international office.  

INTERNATIONAL CANDIDATES (cont.)

David Washburn is running for the office of Secretary-Treasurer and is from Idaho. He has attended several of our District XIV Institutes so many of our Montana Chapter members know him, and  he is a past District XIV Director. Below is more information on David.

David L. Washburn for IAWP Secretary/Treasurer

Education:  University of Idaho – Bachelor of Science in Recreation Management – 1974

29 Years of Service with the Idaho Department of Labor – Retired in December 2006

UI Claims Investigator, UI Quality Control Auditor, Local Office Manager and Job Service Consultant

22 Years of IAWP/IAPES Membership

Attended 16 IAWP/IAPES International Educational Conferences in the past 18 years.

Current IAWP Positions:

2007/2008 IAWP International Development Committee Chairperson

2007/2008 Idaho Chapter President Elect

2007/2008 Idaho Chapter Membership Committee Chairperson

 
2007/2008 Idaho Chapter Bylaws Committee Chairperson

 
2007/2008 Idaho Chapter Budget and Finance Committee

IAWP /IAPES Offices held:


IAWP District XIV Director – 2004/2005

IAWP District XIV Director Elect – 2003/2004

Idaho Chapter Secretary/Treasurer - 1996 to 2002

Idaho Chapter Immediate Past President – 1993/1994

Idaho Chapter President – 1992/1993

Idaho Chapter President Elect – 1991/1992

Idaho Chapter Vice President – 1990/1991 & 2002/2003

IAWP/IAPES Committees:


International Chapter Development Committee Co-Chair – 2004/2005

International Executive Committee Member – 2004/2005

International Teen IAWP Ad hawk Committee Member – 2004/2005

International Future Conference Planning Committee Member – 2004/2005

International Chapter Development Committee Chair – 2000/2001

Idaho Chapter Development/Awards Committee Chairperson – 1998/1999

Idaho Chapter Technology Coordinator - 1998 through 2000

Idaho Chapter Education Committee Chairperson – 1997/1998

International Education Committee member – 1997/1998

Idaho Chapter Membership Committee Chairperson – 1990/1991 and 2006/2007

International Membership Committee member – 1990/1991

IAWP/IAPES Awards and Honors received:

   International, Individual International Development Award – 2003, 2005, 2006
INTERNATIONAL CANDIDATES (cont.)

   International, Group International Development Award – 2004

   Idaho Individual International Development Award - 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007

   Int’l Bronze Key Award 10 years - 1991, 1992, 1993, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2005

   Int’l President's Honor Roll Award 14 years - 1991, 1992, 1993, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 

2004, 2005, 2006, 2007

   International Keeper Korps Award 8 years - 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007

   Idaho Chapter Clyde Williams Membership Award 15 years - 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1996, 1997, 1998, 


1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007

   Idaho Chapter Award of Merit - 1995

   Idaho Chapter Mary Upchurch Award, for outstanding service/dedication to Idaho IAWP/IAPES - 1997 & 2004

    IAPES PDP Master – January 1995

Vincent for IAWP Vice President By Rich Vincent
Thank you for the opportunity to submit an article to your chapter’s website/newsletter. My name is Rich Vincent. I am seeking the office of IAWP International Vice President. Currently I am the Unemployment Insurance Call Center Manager for South Dakota Department of Labor. I have been in state government for 16 years and held positions in both Employment Services and UI. I live in Aberdeen, South Dakota. 

I have been a member for 7 years and these 7 years have been a very action packed period in my life. During this time, I have held the positions of: Vice President, President-Elect, President, Membership Chair, and Chapter Development Chair in my state’s IAWP chapter. During this time there has been a large ground swelling of activity in our state’s chapter. The highlight for me was in 2006 and 2007. I was chapter development chair for the South Dakota Chapter. Along with many chapter members efforts we were awarded the Most Improved Chapter Award at International. I have attended the last 4 International Conferences where I have networked with members from across the country. I am currently serving on the International Board as International Chapter Development Chair. Our state chapter has also been awarded the IAWP International conference for 2009 in Rapid City, SD.
 I have been very impressed with what I have seen in the most recent and current leadership of IAWP and the executive board. During my time on the board I have observed, interacted, and acquired valuable knowledge. I have visited with IAWP members in leadership roles in the past month and will continue to do so in the coming months. This has been a valuable tool to assist me with the concerns and needs of our organization and members.  I truly believe that our organization is in great hands with the current leadership.  President Laura Coburn is doing a tremendous job. She approaches her duty with tact, firmness, and a true caring spirit of our organization. Having said that I believe that we can continue to grow on the progress she and others have made.

INTERNATIONAL CANDIDATES (cont.)

Some of the items from discussions I have had with others that I would like to see continued and strengthened are:

· Communication – Developing and strengthening a top down and bottom up process through the various leadership positions back to state chapter members and state chapter members to leadership. 
· Marketing – Getting the word out to workforce professionals and partners as well as, opportunities with partnering efforts with other organizations. 

· Education – Expand the access to the curriculum for certification and accreditation. 
· Outreach – Chapters express concerns over the leadership base for the future.  Exploring options at all levels to find those that want to be involved and want to take an active leadership role.    
· Membership – Always a concern of every organization. 
 

Thank you Districts 10 and 14 for endorsing my bid for Vice President. I greatly appreciate your support. 
If you would like to visit please contact me to discuss your ideas, concerns, and any other input. My email is rich.vincent@state.sd.us. 

95th International Educational Conference
Richmond, Virginia
June 8-12, 2008
Marriott Hotel in Richmond, Virginia

You'll be pleased to know the preliminary information is now available on our website regarding the 95th International Educational Conference coming up in June, including the Registration Form and the Preliminary Agenda. 

For anyone wishing to serve as a workshop moderator, please contact Sharon Mike at smike@dllr.state.md.us
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Tentative Conference Agenda

Saturday, June 7

02:00. – 6:00 p.m. 2008-09 Board of Directors

Orientation

Sunday, June 8

09:00 a.m. – Noon Board of Directors Meeting

10:30 – 11 a.m. Meet & Greet break

01:00. – 5:00 p.m. Presidents Elect Training

01:30 p.m. IAPES Foundation Meeting

03:30 p.m. Moderators Meeting

06:30 – 7:30 p.m. Meet the Candidates Forum

07:30 – 10:30 p.m. Early bird Reception

Monday, June 9

07:30 – 8:30 a.m. Procession Assembly

08:30 – 10:30 a.m. Opening Ceremonies

10:30 – 10:45 a.m. Break

10:45 – 11:45 a.m. Keynote Speaker

11:45 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. Lunch on your own

11:45 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. Retiree Luncheon

12:45 – 1:15 p.m. Meet the Candidates Forum

01:15 – 2:45 p.m. Concurrent Workshops

02:45 – 3:00 p.m. Break

03:00 – 4:30 p.m. Concurrent Workshops

04:45 – 5:45 p.m. District Caucus Meetings

06:00 – 7:00 p.m. District Caucus Meetings

07:30 – 10:30 p.m. South Dakota Night

Tuesday, June 10

08:30 – 10:00 a.m. General Session

10:00 – 10:15 a.m. Break

10:15 – 11:45 a.m. Concurrent Workshops

11:45 a.m. – 1:15p.m. Lunch on your own

11:45 a.m. – 1:15p.m. PIP Lunch

01:15. – 2:45 p.m. Concurrent Workshops

02:45 – 3:00 p.m. Break

03:00 – 4:30 p.m. General Session

06:30 – Midnight Virginia Night

Wednesday, June 11

08:30 – 10:00 a.m. Panel Session

10:00 – 10:15 a.m. Break

10:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Awards Brunch

12:30 – 12:45 p.m. Break

12:45– 2:15 p.m. Concurrent Workshops

02:15 – 2:30 p.m. Break

02:30 – 4:30 p.m. Concurrent Workshops

(2 hours)

Thursday, June 12

08:30 – 8:45 a.m. General Session

08:45 – 9:45 a.m. Keynote Speaker

09:45 – 10:00 a.m. Break

10:00 – 11:15 a.m. Business Meeting

11:15 a.m. – Noon Closing Ceremonies

06:00 – 6:45 p.m. VIP Reception

06:00 – 7:00 p.m. Social Gathering

07:00 p.m. – Midnight Banquet and Ball

Friday, June 13

09:00a.m. – Noon Board Meeting
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