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President’s Corner By Elaine O’Leary
Oh, the weather outside is frightful, but the fire is so delightful……. As I’m writing this, I’m looking at a spring snowstorm out my window. There’s ten inches of fresh snow on the ground and it’s still coming down hard!! Is this the type of thing that will affect the rest of my day? Will I be in a bad mood because of it? Probably not, but it will have a bearing on what activity I do the rest of the day. We shouldn’t let one event in our day define what happens for the rest of it.

We can all have something happen that puts us in a bad mood. Maybe your alarm clock didn’t go off at the right time, or your blow dryer quit. Or when you got to the office you couldn’t get your e-mail. When things don’t happen like we expect them to, we can get upset and maybe take it out on people around us. Most of the time, things go smoothly and we don’t even think about it. But let something go wrong and that’s what we’ll focus on. 

It doesn’t do any good to dwell on those things. Try to move on and if it was something within your control, remember it so you don’t do it again. Try to keep things in their perspective and understand that “bad” things will happen. Just don’t let them control your life. And maybe today I’ll read a book by that fire, or do that sewing project I’ve been putting off, or just watch the snowflakes fall for awhile. Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow…….


AUNTIE DEB WANTS YOU!  

Okay, so maybe I’m plagiarizing the esteemed Uncle Sam a little bit, but as the incoming President of the Montana Chapter of IAWP, I’m looking for a Vice-President!  A running mate of sorts, but more of a team player with a heart felt interest in the success of our membership and IAWP organization.

From personal experience, as this is my second time around in the officer’s arena for our great organization, this is such a wonderful opportunity for someone to step into a leadership role.  Normally, we’re talking about a four year commitment, one year as Vice President, one as President-Elect, one as President, and one as Immediate Past-President.  My year as President turned into a two year commitment, because of a vacancy in one of the other positions.

When I say this is a great opportunity for someone to step into a leadership role, I really mean it.  I can’t tell you how much I’ve grown as a professional through this organization.  There’s commitment required on your part, to do the duties of an officer to the best of your ability, but you’re never alone!  There are always the other officers, as well as past officers and your counter parts around the state to assist you.  

For me, membership and the opportunity to take on leadership roles, such as the President of the Montana Chapter and District XIV Director for our region on the International Board, have had such an impact.  Being able to see what great things we bring to the table as a Department, as well as seeing what other State and International Departments have to share is an incredible opportunity for growth.  Taking responsibility for the leadership of our organization in the State of Montana, along with the other officers and committee chairs offers you the chance to hone your leadership skills to prepare for that next step in your career, as well.

Some of our members have been concerned about the out of pocket expenses that you might experience as an officer.  If you regularly attend the conference in the spring and the institute in the fall, you probably won’t see any additional costs.  When you travel as an officer for the International, really your only expenses out of pocket are for your personal trinkets and entertainment outside of that offered in the conference package.  

If you’re interested in running for Vice President, you are welcome to give me a call, I’d be happy to go through what you can expect during your years in office.  You can reach me at 406-447-3202 or at dbuxbaum@mt.gov.   

Why I Encourage Veterans to Become Members of Veterans Organizations

By Joe Fletcher, Veterans Representative

My friends, often when we hear the term “Veteran’s Organization”, we stereotype an image in our mind and only see a local “Bar” with the name VFW or American Legion on the marquee.  We then see a bunch of old guys setting on a bar stool swapping war stories and drinking beer. In reality nothing could be further from the truth. As evidenced by the below Fox News Article, veteran organizations do so much more for veterans.  

FOX News: Wednesday, March 18, 2009 

Obama Drops Controversial Health Care Plan for Wounded Veterans

President Obama will not advance a plan to require private insurance carriers to reimburse the Department of Veterans Affairs for the treatment of troops injured in service. 
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President Obama, after an uproar by veterans groups, has scrapped a plan to require private insurance carriers to reimburse the Department of Veterans Affairs for the treatment of troops injured in service.

"In considering the third-party billing issue, the administration was seeking to maximize the resources available for veterans," White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said Wednesday in a written statement. "However, the president listened to concerns raised by the eleven veteran service organizations Chief Spokespersons  that this might, under certain circumstances, affect veterans' and their families' ability to access health care.

"Therefore, the president has instructed that its consideration be dropped," Gibbs said.

Obama met with 11 veterans service organizations on Monday and explained his plan to increase funding for Veterans Affairs by $25 billion over five years and bring more than 500,000 eligible veterans of modest income into the VA health care system by 2013.

But the American Legion, the nation's largest veterans group, said the president's plan would have increased premiums, made insurance unaffordable for veterans and imposed a massive hardship on military families. It could have also prevented small businesses from hiring veterans who have large health care needs, the group said.

The American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars both applauded President Obama's decision to drop the plan on Wednesday. 



Region News -

News from Region I

FLATHEAD NEWS

The Flathead Office has been busy with all the layoffs, Rapid Response and TAA Workshops. 

 Our temporary worker, Cindy Ault, is leaving us for Department of Corrections.  We tried everything to beg her to stay including offering red carpet and a skylight.  We will miss her and are very anxious to start the interviews to hire more staff to help with the workload!  

Our Employment Exploration Expo (aka Job Fair) will be March 26th at the Kalispell Center Mall and we are also hosting one March 27th at the Eureka Fair Grounds for the 75 workers being laid off from the Plum Creek Ksanka Sawmill closure in Fortine.  

We are hoping for a spring and summer filled with lots of job to help people get back to work! 
MISSOULA NEWS
The Missoula chapter of IAWP is proud to be hosting the 2009 Spring Conference at the beautiful Wingate Inn!  The Executive Board will meet on the afternoon of Thursday, May 7th, along with an opportunity to test for the WPDP series that afternoon.  That evening we’ll hold the traditional Early Bird with a wonderful WESTERN flair, and Friday, May 8th will be a day of networking and learning!  There’s sure to be something for everyone on the agenda, so save the date and plan to attend! 
    The Western Montana’s Premier Employment and Training Fair is coming up again. It will be held on Thursday, April 23rd.  There are over 100 businesses in the region planning to attend. The Core Team organizing the Fair this year include:  Saundra Long, Dick Madsen, Angie McDonald, and JR Strand.
   
 Region News (cont.)

  The Missoula JSEC sponsored a recognition program and the winners for our 2nd Annual JSEC “Employer of Choice” nominations. The Winners are 1st place Winner-Adventure Life Journeys / Small business category; and The Good Food Store / Large business category.
    Last, but certainly not LEAST…In January of this year, the Missoula Job Service was voted the NUMBER 1 EMPLOYMENT AGENCY in Missoula as voted by Missoulian readers for a 2nd year in a row!!!! Wow!
See you at the 2009 Spring Conference in Missoula! 
BITTERROOT NEWS

The Bitterroot office is also very busy and from all indications, will be getting busier yet with some stimulus funding for programs being distributed. Vickie Steele’s daughter, Michelle, and finance Chris, were married on February 14th in Las Vegas. Congratulations to the happy couple!  We recently filled our opening and welcome Gary Palmer to our team. He was a WoRC case manager from HRC and we are happy to have him on board.  
 
News from Region II
Great Falls News

We in Great Falls are keeping busy.  The closing date just passed for our 2 new positions.  

We are gearing up for our outreach program to Choteau, Fairfield and Fort Benton.  Final details are being worked out.  They have broken ground for our new CVS store.  The new Staybridge Motel is well under construction and is expected to open in June.   Carolyn’s daughter, Becky has accepted the position as General Manager.  The Staybridge may be the site of our IAWP Fall Institute. The new motel is across from the fairgrounds, next to our new Federal Building.  

We are starting our fund raising luncheons next Tuesday, March 31st.   

Several co-workers attended the funeral of Michael Sprague who was killed in a motor cycle accident last Friday.  Michael was a former Job Service staff member.

Region News (cont.)

News from Region III 

Claims Processing Center

Well, as winter is waning, our workload is not. The Claims Processing Center has been a buzz of activity all winter with folks working long hours to try to meet our customers’ needs. 
Several employers have had large numbers of employers who are experiencing reduction in hours, as well as some lay offs, in addition to the other seasonal layoffs that we normally deal with. With the ever changing economic outlook, it feels like we will maintain this level of workload for quite some time to come.

We have hired two temporary claims assistants here in Billings to assist with the workload associated with charging. 

We are also in the process of hiring two in-house temporary adjudicator positions. More news to follow on that. 

DeeDe Baker participated in a Job Fair held at College of Technology on March 12th. It was an opportunity for other providers in the community to get familiar with our services, as well as the general public to speak to someone in person and see how the UI4U web site operates. 

Happy Spring to everyone from the Billings Claims Processing Center.

News from Region V

Well, as you all know, this is a VERY busy time for us here in UI Land.  The phone center is still busy answering phone calls and filing claim after claim, and the claims adjudicators are busy reading information and issuing decisions.  The fun just never ends!!

We have 4 new Customer Service Representatives in the Helena Phone Center.  Please welcome our new UI family members:  Sarah Wear, Claudia Strahan, Joe Rangitsch and Tom DeTonancour.  

The managers recently finished interviewing two Claims Adjudicator positions, which were advertised as one-year temporary positions.  Hopefully this will help lessen some of the work load once these folks are trained and ready to go.

Region News (cont.)

Our local sub-chapter is working on putting together a raffle as one our fundraising activities.  One of the prizes for this is a massage basket, which includes a gift-certificate for a one-hour massage.  Who couldn’t use that right now, especially with the overwhelming workload we are all experiencing!!  We are hoping to raise enough funds through this raffle so that we are able to offer scholarships for the Spring Conference in May.

Happy Spring everyone!!


Rapid City!!
The 96th Annual International Association of Workforce Professionals Educational Conference will be held in Rapid City, SD, in June. It is not often that the International Conference is so close to Montana! I received a letter from our IAWP President, George Faithful, inviting all members to join him in South Dakota. He said, “This is a chance for you to grow in your career field and to become one of the best. There will be many venues to help you reach your educational goals. We will have breakout sessions covering all major areas of the workforce arena. If you are working on your Workforce Professional Development Program, testing will also be conducted at the conference.” Chapters and individuals will also be recognized during the awards luncheon. 
The South Dakota IAWP Chapter and the South Dakota Department of Labor have been working hard in planning and preparing this conference and have included the opportunity to see some of the local attractions and monuments.


If you’re looking for a great summer, family vacation, consider Rapid City, South Dakota, for the IAWP Conference! For more information on the conference, check the International website at www.iawponline.org 
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Conference Agenda


Thursday, May 7, 2009 (Wingate Inn Conference Room)

12:30 to 3:00 p.m. -   
Montana Executive Board Meeting

3:00 to 5:00 p.m.  – 
WPDP Testing

6:00 p.m.  - 
 
Early Registration 

7:00 to ???? p.m. – 

Cowboy Poetry and Music with JR Strand 

LIGHT GRUB PROVIDED / BYOB

Silent Auction starts tonight!! 

Friday, May 8, 2009 (Wingate Inn)

7:30 to 8:30 a.m. -
Registration: Networking and rounding up all your friends from around the state

8:00 a.m. 
-
Continental Breakfast Served

8:30 a.m. 
-
Welcome and Introductions




Presentation of flags 

9:00 a.m.
-
IAWP: What’s in it for me?

9:45 a.m. 
-
Break with snacks

10:00 a.m.
-
Three Principals of a Happy Life and Productive Work Self:





Self Care, Self Care, & Self Care by Rowan Conrad
Noon 

-
Awards Ceremony and Lunch, Announce Silent Auction Winners

1:30 p.m. 
-
Solving the Human Energy Crisis: How to Re-Ignite Your Spirit and 


Energiize the Workplace by Karen Marsolek
3:00 p.m.
- 
Break with snacks

3:15 p.m.
-
Finding Our Energy by Karen Marsolek and Friends

4:30 p.m.
-
Wrap Up and Evaluations




: 

IAWP Spring Conference

May 7 and 8, 2009

Wingate Inn

Hosted by the Missoula IAWP Chapter 

     Conference Registration
COME TO OUR SPRING ROUND UP!!!! 
Registrant Information:

Name     __________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

Number of guests attending: 
 



        ___________


Registration  





 


  $40


Includes: Early Bird activity, training, continental breakfast, lunch and snacks. 


Late Registration—$5 (After April 30, 2009)
   
  

   $5



Individual Costs for guests:

Early Bird Activity Only





 

  $  5

Breakfast Only






 

  $  6



Lunch Only







  

  $ 11



Total Registration Fee






$_________


No refunds after April 30, 2009


  Please mail your registration form and check made out to IAWP to:    

Tina Schmaus

WoRC Program

2677 Palmer #222

Missoula, MT  59808
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Region Representatives – 


Region I – Laura Gardner	758-6250	Region IV – (Vacant)


Region II – Bob Vinton		791-5802	Region V - Jeannie Wohlfrom	444-9495


Region III – Darla Handran	377-3314	





CALENDAR OF EVENTS





May 7-8, 2009		Spring IAWP Conference			Missoula, MT


June 14-17, 2009		International IAWP Conference		Rapid City, SD


(If you have any events you would like listed on the calendar, please send them to elainemgr@hotmail.com)








Montana Officers and Chairs:


Elaine O’Leary	President		544-4129	Anne Chapman-James	Education Chair 444-0881


Deb Buxbaum	President-Elect	444-3351	Deb Buxbaum	Awards Chair		444-3351	


Mary Brown	Vice-President		758-6206	(Vacant)	Legislative Chair	


DeeDe Baker	 Past President		444-9063	Cindy Berg	Service to Disabled	


Betty Peterson	 Secretary		791-5818	Elaine O’Leary	Newsletter/Public Rel.	544-4129


Dawn Guenzi	Treasurer		377-3314	Ken McLean	Constitution		791-5826


Joe Fletcher	Veteran’s Chair		791-5820	

















IAWP Spring Conference


May 7 and 8, 2009


Wingate Inn


Hosted by the Missoula IAWP Chapter
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COME TO OUR SPRING ROUND UP!!!!!





�





If auxiliary aids and services, or special accommodations are needed, please contact JR Strand at (406) 542-5743 or bye-mail �HYPERLINK"mailto:atjstrand@mt.gov"��atjstrand@mt.gov�





�





Please select your choice of sandwich on a Kaiser bun.


Choice of	_____   Ham


		_____   Turkey 


		_____   Roast Beef 











WINGATE INN RESERVATIONS�:


www.wingatemissoula.com     1-866-832-8000 / (406) 541-8000


5252 Airway Blvd, Missoula MT / I-90 Exit 99   / Airway Blvd Exit


1 Room, 1 queen bed - $84.00 + tax
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